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The Year Kicked Off At
Full Speed

AOul u2026: New Year s St
31 December 2025 at Ouluhalli and was
br oadcast on Yl eds <char

A The programme reached a total audience
of over one million viewers on TV (TV1)
and Yl ebos digital §ervi
2026 New Year transition.

A Performers included HOKKA, KUUMAA,
BESS, Goldielocks, Ege Zulu, pehmoaino
& Suvi Terasniska, Screaming Men's
Choir, the Oulu Sinfonia string quartet,
Dance center Citydance, Marko Kerénen
and DJ Kaasi.

A Photo: Riika Lantto
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Oulu2026 Opening
Festival 16 1 18 January

A winter city festival for everyone. Reportedly
the largest urban event in Oulu

A Over 250,000 visits i 30,000 online views
A Around 200 events

A 20 different event venues

A Record audience numbers at Oulu Central
Library Saari

A A huge number of volunteers and students
helped make the event possible

A An estimated 9,000 people attended the
opening moment on Friday

A The President of the Republic of Finland,
Alexander Stubb, opened the European
Capital of Culture yeatr.

A Photo: Henri Luoma



Risku : A Borderless and
Lively Sami Culture

The traditions and contemporary culture of the
European U n i oamly Iadigenous people are
featured in a diverse programme throughout
the year.

A Opera, concerts, visual arts, workshops,
seminars i and so much more.

A A highlight is the Sami National Day
on February 6th.

A During the first months of the year, the Oulu
Museum of Art will be a museum of Sami art.

A The early-winter Dalvemannu event series
brings together a wide range of contributors
and their offerings.




OULU ART MUSEUM, OPEN UNTIL 3 MAY

Eanangiella 7 The
Language of the Land
Major exhibition

A A major exhibition of Sami art and duodii
introducing the diversity, resilience and
endurance of Sami culture.

A The largest collection of Sami art ever
presented.

A The exhibition features around 70 artists
and duojars from across Sapmi.

A Curated by Inga-Wiktoria Pave, Fredrik Prost
and Ailu Valle, the exhibition explores themes
such as ancestors, paths of memory,
between worlds, land, green colonialism,
spirituality and the ornaments of life.

A Photo: Ann-Sofie Kallok, Guoddi, 2025.
Dancer: Anna-Katri Helander. Photo: Albinas
Liutkus.
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Ovlla

An opera about the search for roots and the
state-led oppression of the Sami people.

A World premiere on the main stage of Oulu
Theatre on January 16th 2026.

A Produced by: Oulu Theatre in collaboration
with Oulu Sinfonia Orchestra, the Sami
National Theatre B e a i yanddQulu2026.

A In the photo: Emil Karlsen and Albert.
Photo: Knut Aserud




Untamed Office

A youth-driven production company that creates
and produces unique events and develops urban
culture.

A A diverse program led by Oulu Urban Culture
ry.

A Frozen People 8 a festival of electronic music
and northern art 8 takes place on the frozen
Bothnian Bay on February 28th.

A Year-round activities include clubs, flea
markets, street festivals, and urban art across
the city.

A A cultural laboratory space in Pikisaari,
alongside development of the cultural sector
through training, workshops, and new
Initiatives.

A Photo: Vera Lakovaara, Frozen People 2025
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Layers In the Peace
Machine

An immersive work by Ekho Collective,
presented at Oulu City Hall throughout the
year.

A An artwork combining art and technology,
inspired by Al researcher TmoHo nk el a6 s
book Rauhankone (The Peace Machine).

A The work explores different aspects of
peacebuilding and invites the audience to
reflect on their personal relationship with
peace.

A The work continuously evolves through
Interaction with the audience.

A The virtual part of The Layer of Sharing
can be experienced at rauhankone.eu.

A Photo: Linnea Laatikainen




Earworm 1 Media Art
from Kiasma

A free-entry exhibition curated by the
Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, held
at Oulu City Hall throughout the year.

A The works in the exhibition are part of the
collection of the National Gallery.

A The exhibition features video works in
which music and sound play a significant
role in creating atmosphere and
storytelling.

A Photo: Screenshot from the work Tunisian
Dance Tutorial with Mamou, Cheffi, Dora
Dalila, 2022.
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PLAY
Fotografiska Tallinn X

Oulu2026

A group exhibition inspired by the cultural
climate change, on display at Kauppakortteli
Pekuri throughout the year.

A The exhibition explores play as both a
source of joy and a distraction, highlighting
moments of delight, resilience, rebellion
and connection.

A 17 artists, including Martin Parr, Cristina de
Middel, Susan Meiselas, Jouko Lehtola,
Bruce Davidson, Roger Ballen, Trent Parke,
Nina Katchadourian, and Joosep Kiviméae.

A Photo: Sage Sohier, Perfectible Worlds,
2021



AaltoSiilo

The pulp mill siloin Ou | dopla, designed
by Alvar and Aino Aalto, has been brought
back to life.

A The long-abandoned concrete cathedral is
being renovated into a top-class cultural
and event venue.

A The project is led by the Factum
Foundation, the architectural firm Skene
Catling de la Pefa, and AaltoSiilo ry.

A The AaltoSiilo Festival has been held three
times in collaboration with numerous
partners.

A Photo: Kevin Kallombo, llona Jantti,
AaltoSiilo Festival 2024.




Climate Clock art trall

A Six permanent public artworks by international
artists form an art trail.

A The works explore the impacts of climate
change on the regionds nat .4‘

A The ensemble also includes The Wor | dés
Valuable Clock by Tellervo Kalleinen and Oliver
Kochta-Kalleinen.

The artists are:

Ranti Bam (United Kingdom,
Rana Begum (United Kingdom),
Takahiro lwasaki (Japan),
Gabriel Kuri (Belgium),

Antti Laitinen (Finland)
SUPERFLEX( Denmar k)

Curator: Alice Sharp, Invisible Dust




Far avbiamdo s

A large-scale, site-specific, and immersive work
presented in an unprecedented performance
space.

A This piece combines theatre, dance, and circus
and it is a journey stretching from the remnants
of a supermarket to ancient Northern
Ostrobothnia as well as a myth of those who
seek and those who conceal happiness.

A Production: Oulu Theatre and Flow Productions

A Premiere on August 27th 2026 in the former
vacant supermarket in Raksila.

A During the performance season, from August
26th to December 12th, there will be a total of
50 performances.

A In the photo: Katariina van Earle, and Annina
Rokka. Photo by Kati Leinonen.
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Ev er y oBirtadays

The 40th anniversary of the Aine Art
Museum will be celebrated all year long!

A Every month, a surprise gift will be
revealed. What will happen and when is
still a secret!

A The events will feature professional artists
originally from Tornio, as well as creators
from across the Nordic countries and
experts from various fields of art and
culture.

A In the photo: Rajakartano, Aine Art
Museum. Photo by Eija Méakivuoti.
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Pikisaari T Creative Village

L L ,|“‘ i Art, nature, and creativity live side by side
)N 1IN L justas t o ntheodv$rom Oulu city center on
kit a unique island.

A Galleries and other places to visit,
environmental art, events, and services in
a delightful setting.

A The area's activities and development are
managed by several cultural associations
and operators working together.

| A The picture shows partof Kuosi tt aj ao
- artwork in the Re:form demolition art
exhibition 2023.
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ARToulu art district

S
Visual art captivates, surprises, and delights in \3
residential areas and urban nature. T -
ARTOULU
taidealue

A Seven neighborhoods in the Oulu River
estuary are transforming into a distinctive
and multi-voiced art district.

A The area will feature artworks of varying
durations and forms.

-

A The art district will be accessible at all times
of day and throughout the seasons starting
from summer 2026.

A Photo: Joona Karjalainen
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Art not tar!

Regional performing arts as part of
ecological reconstruction.

A We are developing new ways of exploring
what regionality, ecological reconstruction,
and theatre art can be together.

A Including, for example, a course on
ecological reconstruction and a road trip
performance along the Tar Route.

A Organizers: Kajaani City Theatre i
Regional Theatre in collaboration with the
Mustarinda Association, the Theatre
Academy, and Naty.

A lllustrative image, photo by Elsa Lankinen.
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Arctic Food Lab

Northern flavors, experiences, and
hospitality!

A The brand reflects the purity of northern
nature and the ingredients nurtured by it.

A Summer Ni g IDindes(14th August
2026) is a charming communal food event
where we invite everyone to gather around
Eur o poagées table!

A During the Arctic Tasting (23i 26th
September 2026), restaurants and cafés
compete to create the most delicious dish.
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100 % Oulu

A miniature version of the city that gives
voice to its citizens & literally.

A A group of 100 Oulu residents will be
selected to perform, chosen through a
statistical chain reaction to reflect the city's
population as accurately as possible.

A The concept, 100% City by the German
group Rimini Protokoll, has already been
brought to nearly 40 cities around the
world. Now, it comes to Finland for the

very first time!

A Shows on the main stage of Oulu Theatre
from August 14th to 22nd 2026, with a
total of five performances.

A Photo: Kaisa Tiri



Delta Life

A multidisciplinary, international project that
explores and brings to light the origins of the
city and its culture along the waterways.

A Performances, encounters, documentation,
and diverse events since 2021.

A The project culminates in a celebratory
weekend at Ou | bidhplace, Pokkitbrma,
on August 28i 29th 2026.

A Production: Oulu Cultural Events
Association, coordinating the Oulu Festival
Weeks.

A Different parts can be followed on the
channel pohjoinenkulttuurivirta.fi.

A In the photo: Mandi Koskela from the
documentary series Taiteilija syntyy
suistoon. Photo by Antti Pylvas.
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Best festivals of Europe
& Nature trails into
Culture

Stunning destinations in the Oulu2026 area
in the European spotlight.

A The most original and captivating festivals,
as well as nature and cultural sites.

A New international programs are being
created alongside the festivals, and

accessibility is being improved.

A Dozens of local events and cultural sites
are involved.

A Photo: Samuli Vienola, Solstice Festival
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Underground Clash
(working title)

A poetic, rhythmic, and sensory-stimulating
media art exhibition from September 18th to
November 30th 2026.

A The work by Danish artist Jakob Kudsk
Steensen explores northern nature and
creates a digital world of a cave system
beneath the center of Oulu.

A The exhibition consists of projections,
light, and sound.

A Disappearing subarctic ecosystems,
traditions related to tar preservation, and
the seed vault of extinct plants at the Oulu
Botanical Garden come together.

A Photo: Jakob Kudsk Steensen, preview of
the artwork, 2025.



Lumo Art & Tech Festival

The beloved Lumo Light Festival is
expanding into a diverse and multifaceted
event from November 13th to 22nd 2026.

A Light, sound, and media art featured in
concerts and exhibitions, as well as
seminars and much more.

A In collaboration with Oulu2026, the City of
Oulu, Oulu Sinfonia Orchestra, University
of Oulu, Oamk, Flash ry, and the Oulu
Museum and Science Centre.

A Photo: Antti-Jussi Ahponen




NOVEMBER

Beyond the Sky

This innovative work combining art, science, and
technology brings beautiful distant nebulae
within the audience's reach.

A The work, inspired by the | i fwerkdd Oulu-
based astrophotographer Jukka-Pekka
Metsavainio, is complemented by music
composed by Lauri Porra.

A Featuring the magnificent Oulu Symphony
Orchestra, conducted by star maestro Dalia
Stasevska.

A Experience this journey beyond the skies at
Ouluhalli from November 19th to 21st, 2026,
with a total of five performances.

A Photo: Jukka-Pekka Metsavainio
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Experience anytime!
Northern Stories

Local history brought to life through
captivating digital stories & on the streets
and in your living room.

A Along the Tar Stories route, short stories
written by Katariina Vuori transport you to
the golden age of the tar trade in Oulu.

A In The Sound of the North stories, Esa
Nissi guides the audience through the
phenomena, places, and people of popular
music.

A The stories are available to read or listen
to in Finnish, Swedish, English, and Easy
Finnish.



