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Since 1985 (Finland: Helsinki 2000, Turku 2011)

• One of the most visible actions of the European 
Union

• Highlights the importance of cities as centres of 
cultural life

• International cooperation opens doors for art
and culture professionals – and brings new
cultural life to Finland

What is European Capital of 
Culture exactly?



In addition to the City of Oulu the Oulu2026 
region covers 32 municipalities, cities and 
towns from the North.

• Oulu was the applicant city, but the
ECoC title belongs to the entire region. 

• Region will have an active role in the
culture programme

• The Open Call projects will take place
within the Oulu2026 region.

Oulu2026 region

https://www.oulu2026.eu/en/oulu2026-region/


Cultural Climate Change combines culture, art and 
technology in surprising ways creating new encounters
between people from different backgrounds

Oulu will be at the cultural center stage in Finland and 
Europe in 2026. 

We want to create long-term impact and truly transform
the cultural climate in the North and turn our challenges in 
to strenghts.

Our main theme is 
Cultural Climate Change

In the future, Oulu wants to be
• Vibrant, gripping city
• Culture softens our hard tech city

• Balanced Community
• Culture becomes part of everyday life

• Creative Region
• Show Europe what makes our northern culture 

unique



Brave Hinterland Cool Contrasts Wild City



Far away from everything, on the periphery of 
Europe we face an uncompromising nature, 
extreme climate (change), enormous
distances and wild vastness, excessive light
and excessive darkness. Only a few in Europe 
are willing to live with extreme hardship and 
extreme beauty.

Actual Climate Change impacts us more
visibly here than almost anywhere else in 
Europe with biodiversity already significantly
diminished. The global response to climate
change has so far been too timid. We explore
this topic in our theme Brave Hinterland.

Brave Hinterland



Villisti kaupunki
Wild CityProgramme lines



Oulu is the kingdom of great contrasts – positive, but
also challenging. Contrasts such as the nightless
nights of the midnight sun and sunless days in the
heart of winter. Contrasts have the power both to 
connect and disconnect, but also to create
something new.
Cool Contrasts is about rebalancing
our communities. There is already a recognised
European need to use culture as a means to help 
reduce health inequalities. Oulu2026 will work with
our citizens and with European partners to develop
cultural practices that promote positive engagement
to re-balance these inequalities.

Cool Contrasts



Villisti kaupunki
Wild CityProgramme Lines



Oulu is on the cusp. We could settle for being a 
tame municipal city on the fringe. Or we could
go Wild. We choose Wild.
With Wild City we bring wildness into the city by
celebrating the wilderness around it. Creating a 
new cultural approach with our unique northern
vibe. Oulu as a cultural laboratory, going wild for 
Europe.

What exactly is a creative city in the middle of 
the wild nature? What is a lively, creative village? 
How do art, subcultures and creative spaces fill
emptiness, silence and darkness?

Wild City



Vastakohtien voima Villisti kaupunki
Wild City

Programme
Lines





Open Call 2022
Become part of the Capital of Culture Programme.



• In the next Open Call we are looking for 
specifically large-scale projects that take several
years to prepare or carry out. 

• We are the culture –call for individual, communal
projects will be announced closer to 2026.

Open Call 2022 | 3rd Oct -9th Dec

Criteria & Guide for Applicants will be
published 1st Sep 2022 at oulu2026.eu/opencall

Become part of the Cultural Climate Change!



What kind of projects are we
looking for? 
• The goal: to achieve a permanent cultural 

climate change and a positive development 
fuelled by culture in Northern Finland.

• The projects are expected to deliver a European 
dimension through e.g. involving international 
cooperation partners.

• The focus of the projects should be on the year 
2026 but they may start earlier as well if
necessary

• Culture understood as a wider concept



What are the application
criteria? 

• The projects must for example.. 
• …be linked to one or several of the three main 

themes and programme lines. 
• …be ready to be delivered independently
• …take place mainly within the Oulu2026 region
• …have a wide-reaching impact and deliver a 

European dimension 

• The purpose of the Open Call is to support 
unique artistic and cultural initiatives - envision 
programme that complements and furthers 
daily operations! 

Exact criteria and guidelines will 
be published on 1st of September 2022



• The Open Call for applications in October is open for 
both Finnish and international actors. 

• Applicants can be private individuals, groups, 
associations, networks, businesses, organisations or 
public institutions. The application must indicate the 
lead organisation or person in charge of the project.

• Applicants must be able to carry out the proposed 
projects independently

• Autumn 2022 Open Call is aimed at larger-scale 
projects. The “We are the Culture” call individual, 
communal projects will be announced closer to the 
capital of culture year, in 2024 at the earliest.

Who can apply? 



What type of costs can be
covered?
• Generally the funding awarded can cover up to 

approx. 50% of the total budget of the project. 
• The application must include a budget plan.

• The self-financing may be obtained through e.g. 
sales or fees, grants and sponsorship, and salaries 
and voluntary work can be included as part of self-
financing.

• Infrastructure and property costs (e.g., rent, 
building service charges, repairs and building work 
and equipment) may be funded only if they form 
an essential part of a larger project and account 
for a reasonable part of the overall budget.



Open Call process



• Get to know our main themes and start
planning! 

• Join our next webinar after the summer,
6th Sep 2022.

• Follow our website
www.oulu2026.eu/en/opencall

• FAQ coming up
• Registration to webinars & live events

concerning the open call
• Guide for Applicants published 1st Sep

Next steps?



Thanks for joining!
Further questions? 

www.oulu2026.eu/en/opencall

Facebook:
Oulu2026 European Capital of Culture

Twitter:
Oulu2026 Official

Instagram: 
oulu2026official

LinkedIn:
Oulu2026 – Oulu Culture Foundation

Email
opencall@oulu2026.eu

opencall@oulu2026.eu

Executive ProducerProgramme Director

Producer



Good luck!
The recording will be available at

Oulu2026.eu/en/opencall

Youtube- Oulu 2026


